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Saturday, 28 January found the ringers of Barnes St Mary's in the 
English counties of Buckinghamshire, Middlesex and Hertfordshire 
ringing at six village churches.   

Harefield- St. Mary's: 



 

It was a church with stunning stained-glass windows. There were 
very light bells, which were lovely to ring. 
The tower had very comfortable cushions, and ample space for the 
ringers waiting their turn. We also loved the blue sallies! We had 
some trouble getting them up in peal and there were a few timing 
issues in the rounds and called changes; however, the ringing was 
generally quite good.  This was obviously due to the number of 
amazingly talented Barnes bell-ringers, who led the tower with 
great skill. (As you might have guessed, we are Barnes bell-ringers!) 
 

Chalfont- St. Giles': 



 

This church is full of fascinating history and lots of amazing facts. It 
has been home to many famous British historical figures, as will be 
explained to you by the fantastic tour guide should you choose to 
visit! 
Whilst ringing the bells you feel as if you are doing so in slow 
motion, the bells being calm and easily controlled. The inside of the 
church was very warm (compared to Harefield St. Mary's!). We were 
only able to ring once because the tour guide seemed very keen for 
us to absorb as much of the church's unique and vibrant history as 
was humanly possible in the hour that we were there! 
 

Chalfont- St. Peter's: 



 

This tower had won many awards for being the best-kept tower in 
Oxford. It was another 6 bell tower but this time they were slightly 
heavier, though this meant we had smooth ringing which was great. 
We were also very impressed with the beautiful red, white and 
green sallies! (Traitors! That's the Italian flag!) 
The outside of the church was beautiful (probably the prettiest we 
had seen so far).  



 

Yet a visit of the inside of this magnificent looking church was not 
possible, as we had to enter by a side door leading exclusively to 
the bells. It leaves to suggest that perhaps ringers do not enter the 
church before and after the service. We later found out that the 
treble could be linked to a Sally extension, and this could be rung 
during the services, the other bells being used for tower ringing 
sessions only. 
 

The Green Man Pub at Denham: (note from Kristen: 

this photo is not of the pub but another series of beautiful houses in 
the main street) 



 

We chose to mention this pub because (of course) a good lunch is an 
essential part of any Bellringers' outing! We enjoyed some delicious 
and very filling meals to prepare us for the ringing ahead. Most of us 
were quite satisfied with the service and food, so we definitely 
recommend this pub for future bell-ringing outings, providing you 
are not desiring a fancy Michelin-stared lunch! But sadly Freya had 
to depart from us here but some other (more experienced) ringers 
also joined us. 
 

Denham- St. Mary's: 



 

After a lovely lunch, we arrived at this spectacular 8-bell tower, 
and a heavy 8 bells at that! The tenor weighed more than twice the 
one at Barnes. It was a very convenient walk from the pub, and had 
beautiful stained glass windows. Again, we are going to mention the 
sallies, which were yellow and burgundy and gave the bells a regal, 
distinguished, Harry Potter-esque look (Gryffindor's colours!). 
The church itself was more spacious than previous churches. It had 
some impressive wall decorations such as memorials and charming 
paintings. There were some very ornate light shades above the 
pews, which we loved. The exterior of the church was also very 



pretty and there were some intriguing memorial plaques in the 
churchyard. 
 

Rickmansworth- St. Mary's: 

 



The largest and grandest that we had rung at so far, St. Mary's 
church was very welcoming. Despite the terrifying (and very steep) 
ladder climb to get up to the tower, it was certainly worth it! It was 
the only 10-bell tower of the day - and the first one we had ever 
rung in. Although, we would recommend that if you have a few 
ringers that aren't very tall, you make sure that boxes are provided; 
as the tails are very high and harder to reach when set at back. 
The interior of the church was much simpler than the others, yet it 
gave the place a more theatrical and majestic look, and it was vast 
and very spacious. The touch of modernity in such ancient 
surroundings was unexpected but surely fitted in harmoniously with 
the rest of the beautiful church. 
 

Pinner- St. John the Baptist: 



 

This was a lovely old church with parquet flooring and a very ornate 
altar including four wonderful gold angels. The church was split in 
two at the alter level, one branch becoming a rather cute little 
chapel, the other providing the main alter and a beautiful hand-
crafted nativity on its left. The font cover was hand carved with 
fascinating detail and striking precision, and was probably the most 
beautiful of the day. 
The 8 bells were lovely to ring, though a little 'wobbly' at times! The 



organist also provided some very lively entertainment whilst we 
wrote our report, not seeming to be put off by some quite noisy 
ringing in the background. 

All in all, a lovely day with a lot to learn and enjoy! 

 

 


